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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 24, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Last week, we were blessed to hear from God’s Word about marriage and 
family. This week, we broaden our scope from those very specific 
relationships as we focus on the summary of every single one of God’s 
laws: love. If we live in love in all things, we fulfill every law. If we ever 

fail to love perfectly, we have one who loves perfectly in our place. Let us consider Christ’s 
love yet again this week; not in a boring or repetitive way, but in a way that opens our 
eyes to see how love truly is the fulfillment of the law.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“How Deep the Father’s Love For Us.” by Stuart Townsend. © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing). All rights reserved. Used by permission: CCLI #145043

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” by Peter Sholtes. © 1966 FEL Publications (assigned 1991 Lorenz 
Publishing Co.) Used by permission: CCLI#145043   

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways | CW 462

Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways     
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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C: How Deep The Father's Love for Us

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people 
and be gentle with us in our weakness. Deliver us 
from the bondage of our sin and direct us to the 
path of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated. 

This prayer is usually one that 
has been used throughout the 
history of the New Testament 

Church. It also aims to 
summarize the focus of the 

day’s worship theme, hence the 
title “Prayer of the Day.”
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The Word

FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Different laws, one goal.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119a | CW p. 109
The pastors will sing the verses. Please join to sing the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father…”

All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Pastors: Blessed are they whose ways are ′blameless,*
Who walk according to the law ′of the LORD.

Blessed are they who keep his ′statutes*
And seek him with ′all their heart.

You have laid down ′precepts*
That are to be ful′ly obeyed.

All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Pastors: Oh, that my ways were ′steadfast*
In obeying ′your decrees!

Then I would not be ′put to shame*
When I consider all ′your commands.

I will praise you with an ′upright heart*
As I learn your ′righteous laws.

All: Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
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SECOND LESSON  Romans 13:8-14
Love puts others first.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VIDEO OF SCHOOLCHILDREN SINGING Love Is The Gracious Gift

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Mark 12:28-34
Love fulfills the law. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children are invited to come forward for a special message.

HYMN   May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill | CW 458

SERMON   

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH  - Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. 

This hymn was part of our worship 
last week and has been a consistent 
part of our school’s weekly chapel 

service. It serves as a great summary 
of what God says about his love for us 

and our love for others.
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He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide 
church body, the WELS. If the gospel message has moved you to give and 
you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your 
mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Please also take this time to fill out the blue Connect Card in the hymnal 
rack so we can serve you better. An electronic version of the Connect card 
can be found on the Worship page of our website, 
www.stpaulswr.org/worship. 

MUSICAL OFFERING King of Love   

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord our God, you have taught us to love you with all our heart, soul and strength that 

it may go well with us. Clothe us with the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may 
turn our thoughts from self-service to living in your light and loving our neighbors. We 
praise you with upright hearts. 

C: Keep our ways steadfast!

M: Open our hearts to those who seek the kingdom of God, that we may always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope 
that we have with gentleness and respect. We praise you with upright hearts. 

C: Keep our ways steadfast!
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M: The authorities that exist have been ordained by you. Teach us not to put our trust in 
mere mortals who cannot save, but to trust in you as the true ruler of the nations, that 
we would vote for leaders guided by our conscience and instructed by our faith. We 
praise you with upright hearts. 

C: Keep our ways steadfast!

M: Fill our hearts with your compassion when we see the sick, the struggling, and those 
who deal with pains of mind or body. Give them your holy comfort, healing, and 
recovery in your time. We praise you with upright hearts.

C: Keep our ways steadfast!

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Listen, Lord, to the thoughts and cares of our hearts. 

Silent prayer.

M: O Lord God, King of heaven and earth, order, sanctify, rule, and govern our hearts, our 
bodies, our thoughts, our works, and our words according to your commandments, 
that with your help we may bring glory to you, and at last be saved; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 

HYMN They’ll Know We Are Christians
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Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the 

Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 
strong in your grace and truth, protect and 
comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace,
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

The repeated phrase of this song is 
a helpful reminder that love not 

only fulfills the law; it also is 
supposed to be the calling card of 

Christians across the world.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony 

with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 
his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:   Amen. 

Be seated. 
CLOSING HYMN Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire | CW 498

 

The blessing of Aaron has 
been spoken over God’s 

people for over 3,500 years.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS 

1. What words are repeated two or three or the readings? For what reasons do these 
words summarize the commandments so well?

2. What are some ways our sinful hearts take the commandments, which focus on love 
for God and love for others (outward focused), and twist them to be about ourselves 
(inward focused)?

3. Deuteronomy tells us to tie God’s Word on our wrists and foreheads so that our 
children will learn them and take them to heart? List five concrete ways to 
accomplish that goal today in yours and your family’s life.

4. Romans 13 indicates “love is the fulfillment of the law.” That one word sums up the 
entirety of God’s will. But what does it really mean to love? Read 1 John 4:7-11 and 
make a list of everything we learn about love from those verses.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

CALL MEETING NEXT SUNDAY Oct. 24 | 9:15 AM

Right now, our principal, with the help of others, is filling the vacancy we have in our 
teaching staff as well carrying out administrative tasks.  This Sunday, Oct. 24, we will 
begin the calling process to fill the opening in our 1st-2nd grade classroom.  The meeting 
will be held during our Family Bible Hour (9:15-10:15 AM). Please plan to attend the 
meeting and keep this matter in your prayers. 

COME FOR TRUNK-OR-TREAT Oct. 31 | 4:30-6:30 PM

Come for Trunk-or-Treat on Halloween night. We will have at least a dozen cars in our 
parking lot handing out treats to the kids.  There will also be chili and warm beverages.  

If you have been meaning to sign up to be a “trunker”, there is still time, or just show up 
next Sunday afternoon and park your car.  More cars equals more fun!

Thank you to everyone who has donated candy.  We can always use more.  Please drop 
off your donations by next Sunday morning. 

NEW OFFERINGS AT THE BAKE & CRAFT SALE Nov. 6&7 

The Willing Workers have added a couple of new offering to their take-bake selection of 
desserts. This year, they have prepared a small number of apple-cranberry pies and           
8” X 8” apple crisps. These are in addition to their delicious double-crust and crumb-top 
apple pies.  All of these items are frozen and can go directly into your oven. They will be 
available at the annual Bake & Craft Sale on Nov. 6 & 7. 

If you would like to donate ingredients for potato soup, please bring in your potatoes, 
celery, onions, or carrots by Wednesday, Nov. 3. If you are donating baked goods, canned 
goods, crafts, or other homemade items, please drop them off at church on the Friday, 
Nov. 5. 
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FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Family Fun Nights return on Nov. 5.  Families 
and anyone else from the congregation are 
invited to an evening of fun, food, and 
fellowship in the gymnasium.  Bring a board 
game, cards, or snack to share. Pizza will be 
served. This is a “No School” day at St. Paul’s. 
Hope you will join us! 

NAHUM, HABAKKUK, ZEPHANIAH Oct. 27 | 6:30PM

Minor prophets with weird names; why even bother? These books address questions 
how God deals with evil. If he really controls the destinies of all nations, why does he 
allow the evil ones to even exist and to sometimes prosper? Find out on Wednesdays as 
we dig into these three minor prophets. This study meets in the Resource Center.

PLANNING MEETING FOR CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS Nov. 4 | 6:30 PM 

I know, we haven’t even celebrated Halloween yet, but it is time to start planning for 
Christmas for Kids.  It will take place on Dec. 4, so that only gives us a month to arrange 
the details. This event is an opportunity to share the real meaning of Christmas with our 
community. A planning meeting will be held on Thursday Nov. 4 at 6:30 PM for anyone 
interested in helping.

TRAINING FOR ELDERS ASSISTANTS

As part of our The Peter Plan that we will be putting into action in January, we are 
recruiting Elders Assistants to make initial phone calls on members who have been 
absent from worship for four weeks. To help these volunteers become comfortable with 
making these calls, training will be held in November.  There is a Saturday morning and 
a Thursday evening option. Volunteers can choose from either Nov. 13 at 9:00AM-Noon 
and Thursday, Nov. 18 at 5:30-8:30. If you want to learn more about serving as an Elders 
Assistant, please contact one of our Elders or someone on the pastoral staff.

BE A PART OF OUR WELCOMING COMMITTEE

We are restating our Welcoming Committee (formerly Greeters) in January 2022. See our 
monthly newsletter for more information. If you would be willing to serve in this area, 
please sign up at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. 

 
  
 
 

Family Fun Night
 

Friday, November 5
5:00-8:00PM

 

Pizza - Games - Snacks
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COACH BASKETBALL

St. Paul’s Lutheran School is looking for a volunteer coach or two for this year’s 
basketball program.  Practices begin in December and the season draws to a close with 
the annual Northland Tournament held at the end of February.  If you are interested, 
please contact Ms. Haugly or Mr. Pahl for further details and information: 

Ms. Haugly at 715-421-3634 ext. 1104 or rhaugly@stpaulswr.org 
Mr. Pahl at 715-421-3634 ext. 1120 or rpahl@stpaulswr.org. 

HELP WITH THE COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING MEAL Nov. 24 & 25

Help make the holiday bright for those in need. St. Paul’s will once again be hosting the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal. Volunteers are needed for Wednesday afternoon, Nov. 
24 and Thursday, Nov. 25 starting at 10:00AM.  Tasks include preparing food, serving, 
delivery, and clean up. They will also need donations of cookies and bars. (Please no pie, 
as it is hard to pack.  Also no nuts.) Contact Nicole Sukow to volunteer: 715-572-4629.

SERVE AT DIME & DOLLAR

The Dime & Dollar Thrift Store, which is now located in Wisconsin Rapids, has an 
ongoing need for volunteers. Tasks include receiving donations, sorting and pricing, 
stocking shelves, cashiering, and bagging.  You can sign up for once a month, once week, 
or more often. You can volunteer by following the signup link on our website under the 
Serve tab, or by calling the store at 715-421-2030.

SUPPORTING A GREATER MISSION

At St. Paul’s, we serve mainly the people in our immediate area. Through the internet, 
we can reach a few more in other towns or states. But working with our synod, we can 
help reach people around the world with the gospel. That is why a percentage of our 
weekly offerings go to support the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
Through September our 2021 support totaled $21,659. Learn more about the work of our 
synod at WELS.net.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 31 Trunk-or-Treat
Nov. 5 Family Fun Night
Nov. 6 & 7 Bake & Craft Sale

BAKE & CRAFT SALE
Nov. 6 ~ 9:00AM-Noon
Nov. 7 after worship
Pies, Soup, pickles, jellies, 
crafts, and more.
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CALENDAR                  October 24-31

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing classroom

9:15 AM Meeting to call a 1st-2nd grade Teacher
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center 

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 AM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship
4:30 PM Trunk-or-Treat

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  229   

From July 1, 2021 to October 20, 2021 
Actual ministry income: $ 388,985
Actual cost of ministry: $ 358,873

Mortgage balance:  $1,205,863  

Organ Fund balance: $ 41,716

Trunk or Treat
October 31

4:30-6:30 PM



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org
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